Lost Rivers Brand Marketing Co-Op…Are You Interested?
Lost Rivers Economic Development is partnering with the Northwest Cooperative Development Center in Washington to develop a marketing cooperative that would allow the producers of specialty food and craft items made in the Lost River Valleys to market and deliver their goods to markets beyond our local geographic area; to explore the possibility of developing a universal Lost Rivers Brand and marketing identity; and 

to explore the possibility of opening a co-op storefront as a tourist draw.

Why a Co-Op?   

LRED believes that a marketing co-op could assist our communities on several economic levels. 

· A co-op provides a means for local producers of specialty products to get their items to a larger market.

· The development of larger market opportunities means local job creation and retention.

· Because of our communities’ strategic location on major highways, a co-op store front could be a tool to help bring retail traffic into our communities.

· The completion of the commercial kitchen in the Business Incubation Center provides added resources for “would be” specialty food start-up companies.

How?

Through a mentoring partnership with the Northwest Cooperative Development Center, funded by the USDA Rural Cooperative Development Grant, LRED and a committee of local specialty product makers will develop the framework for a marketing co-op; to conduct a strategic planning session and feasibility study, review recommended options and if feasible, complete additional planning and development of a co-op organization.  A Co-Op Development Specialist from the NWCDC will visit the Lost River Valleys several times beginning in October to lend their expertise to our committee.
Who?

If you are a local producer of a specialty product, artisan or craftsperson, who is interested in the idea of finding new ways to get your products to market, and are willing to participate on a planning committee for 6-9 months beginning in October, please contact Michelle Holt at 527-3060 Ext. 11 or Tammy Stringham at 588-2693 to volunteer. 

